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Wine, 
Sword 
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Hire 


SUGITO KENMOTSU, THE KUNI-KARO. 
ELDER OF OUR MIBU HAN, IS GUARDED 
BY FIVE MASTERS OF THE MENRYÚ 
SWORD SCHOOL, THE GUARDIAN EIGHT 
OF MIBU. MY COMRADES IN THE MAN 
WHO HAVE TRIED TO ASSASSINATE 
SUGITO HAVE ALL BEEN STOPPED 
BY THE GUARDIAN ElGHT, 

AND NONE ARE LEFT ALIVE. 


T BE6 OF OL. 
USE YOUR 
SWORD TO RID 
OUR LORD OF 
THESE JACKALS 
AT HIS SIDE, 





OUR LORD AND DAIMYO 
NORIUKI 1S AILING. SUGITO 
SCHEMES TO FORCE HIM TO RETIRE, 
AND TO PLACE THE YOUNG 
MASTER TAKEMARU, SCION OF 
ANOTHER BRANCH OF THE CLAN, 
IN THE CASTLE IN HIS PLACE. 
TAKEMARU IS BUT A CHILD; SUGITO 
WILL CONTROL HIA, AND 
THE HAN, LIKE A PUPPET. 











LIKE, HIS WIFE RUNS 
OFF WITH AN ASMGAR, 
? CUCKOLDS 














IF WE CAN TAKE 
HUA PRISONER AS OUR WE JUST SAY 
LORD. 


EDO SENT HIM 
TO ASSASSINATE 

















KILL HAY 






































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































AGILITY IN 
HAWIK-WING EYE ATTACK, LEND NO PROA TAE 
AND MANAGED TO PROTECT 0 y 
YOUR SONS EYES 








DESIST/ WHAT 


T SHOULD THINK 


YOU WOULD KNOW 
THAT BETTER THAN 
ANYONE... YOU, 
THE ASSASSIN. 


DROP YOUR 














TORITANBA-NO-KAM, 
THE CASTLE TOWN OF 
THE THIRTY THOUSAND 
KOKU MIBU HAN. 





























HAH HAH HAH.. 
THE YOUNG LORD MUST BE BORED, 
PLAYING THE SAME GAMES DAY AFTER DAY. 
THE CASTLE MONMARU IS MUCH MORE 
'SPACIOUS. AND YOUR ATTENDANTS 
THERE WILL PLAY WITH y 


























WOULD SOMEONE 
TAKE HIM TO THE 


TOLET? 1 DONT 
WANT HIA FOULING 





ALL RIGHT! 
LET HIM 60. 








WE HAVE OUR 
SPIES THROUGHOUT 
.. ONE SENT US 
A WARNING BY 
RUNNER. 







































































DAIGORO! 
HOLD TIGHT! 








CEASE AND DESIST/ 
CEASE AND DESIST. 


SN) Ez 
SK GEA 





HINA... THE TRUE MEANING 
OF SHIMA... NOW AT LAST, 1 
UNDERSTAND... REVEAL YOUR SECRETS 


TO YOUR ENEMY, 


BECOME THEIR 


PRISONER TO ENTER INTO THEIR 
MIDST. SHIMA, THAT HORRIFIC 


ZONE OF DEATH. 


(E IE LET THAT 
MAN 60, HE COULD 
EXPOSE ALL OUR 
CLAN FEUD. 


DIO YOU 
OBSERVE THE 


END OF 
THE GUARDIAN 
ElGHTP 


ARMS AGAINST 
AND HOPE TO 
PREVAIL. 


WOLF AND CUB, 
ASSASSIN. 


TO PLAN SO 
PERFECTLY... 











the second 


A Fathe> 
Knows 
His 
Child's 
Hesot, 
as Only 
a Child 

Can Know 
| Mis 
Pather's 
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CAVALRY PISTOLS, 
NOT EVEN WHEN 
HE SLEPT... 


MY PLANS, MM? 
THEYVE HIRED. 
A MASTER 





YET HE WAS 
FOUND NAKED, 
STABBED, CARRIED 
DOWNSTREAM ON 
THE NAGI RIVER... 


LADY O-KIKU 
AND HER PEOPLE ARE 
DESPERATE, MY LADY. 
THEY ARE HIRING 
FIGHTERS AS FAST 
AS THEY CAN... 








FURIZUE 
SEk!, 
ARE YOU 
AFRAID? 
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la, 22:08) 


TO YOUR LADY! TO 

THOSE WHO WOULD 

OFFER THEIR IFE 
TO MY SERVICE, 


De 
NS 

























































































EVEN OUR 
LAMENTED LORD. 
HIMSELF DIED AN: 
UNTIMELY DEATH 

OF THE LIVER 

AILMENTS BROLIGHT 
ON BY HIS DAYS 
AND NIGHTS OF 
DEBALICHERY WITH 

THAT WOMAN. 


NOW SHE SCHEMES. 
TO CURRY THE FAVOR 
OF THE SHOGUNATE IN 
EDO, AND TO FIND A NEW 
HUSBAND FROM THE 
'SHOGUNYS BLOODLINE. 
WITH THE POWER OF EDO 
BEHIND HER, SHE 
WOULD MAKE HER 
HUSBAND THE NEXT LORD 


NOW SHE USES THE 
DEMONIC BEAUTY 
OF HER FAIR SKIN 
AS BAIT TO BEND 
RECKLESS RÓMIN TO 
HER WILL. THEY ARE HER THE LADY O-KIKU 
PUPPETS, WITH WHOM SHE WILL SOON GIVE BIRTH, 
SEEKS TO DESTROY OUR 600D SIR. WHEN 
LADY O-KIKU. THAT AUSPICIOUS DAY 
ARRIVES, TAKAI HAN AND 
TS SIKTY THOUSAND 
KOKU SHALL BE THE 
SOLE INHERITANCE OF 
THE INFANT LORD. 


THE LADY O-SEN 
HAD NO CHILDREN BY OUR 
DEPARTED MASTER. 

AND THUS OUR PRESENT LORD 
CAME TO US FROM A 
SECONDARY BRANCH OF 
THE FAMILY TREE. 

THE LADY O-SEN HAD 
NO CHOICE BUT TO 
SURRENDER THE REINS 


THE TOKUGAWA CLAN HAS TOO. 
MANY DESCENDANTS TO PLACE THEM 
ALL IN WORTHY POSTS WITHIN THE 
SHOGUNATE GOVERNMENT. IN THEIR 
REED TO PROVIDE FOR THEIR OWN, 
THEY WILL SURELY AGREE TO THE 
LADY O-SEN'S PETITION, AND WILL 
SECRETLY ASSIST HER SCHEME TO 
RETURN TO POWER... AND THUS, GOOD SIR, 
YOUR STRENGTH IS ALL THAT WE 
CAN COUNT ON. WE HUMBLY BES 
YOUR ASSISTANCE. 















































HEM HER HE. 
WITH SO FEW RETAINERS 
AT MY SIDE, NO ONE WILL 
DOUBT OUR INTENTIONS. 
CERTAINLY THEY'LL NEVER 

DREAM THAT YOU 
RIDE THE PALANQUIN 
WITH ME. 
HEH HER HE. 


WAIT PATIENTLY 


WHEN T HAVE LEFT Ry 
THE MOTHER'S SIDE, “A 


YOU STRIKE! 
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HIS FATHER'S. 
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WHAT?! 
AN ASSASSIN 
WITH A CHULO? 


T LEAVE IT TO YOU. 
BUT THIS CMD. 


BUSINESS. DOESN'T THAT 


WHAT SAY YOU?! 





YES, MY LORD. 
HE 1S ACCOMPANIED BY A YOUNG 
BOY, SOME THREE YEARS IN AGE. 
WHETHER IT IS HIS OWN SON, 
OR THEY ARE TOGETHER FOR SOME 
OTHER REASON, NONE CAN TELL. INDEED, 
THE MAN'S AGE, HIS COUNTRY OF. 
ORIGIN, ALL ARE CLOAKED IN MYSTERY. 
WHAT 15 KNOWN, MY LORD, 15 HIS 
E AAA 
HIRED TO KILL HAS EVER ESCAPED ALIVE. 
AND THEY SAY HE LEAVES NO 
TRACE OF EVIDENCE BEHIND... 


THOSE WHO HIRE HIM MUST 
REVEAL THEIR SECRETS BEFORE 
CANA ASA 

THOUGH HE COULD BLACKMAIL THEM 
AT ANY TIME, THERE IS NO EVIDENCE 
THAT ANY HAVE TRIED TO KILL HIM 
ONCE HE HAS FINISHED HIS WORK. 

IN SHORT, MY LORD, HIS SKILL 15 

$0 GREAT THEY DARE NOT TRY. 

AFTER MANY ATTEMPTS, T HAVE 

FINALLY BEEN ABLE TO ESTABLISH 
CONTACT. HE WILL BE HERE, 


MY LORD. TONIGHT. 
AT THE MIDNIGHT HOUR... 


MY LORD: 
RUMOR HAS (T THAT 
THE CHILD MIMSELF 

TAKES PART IN 

THE KILLINGS. 


THE CHILD: 
OF A WOLF, 
MY LORO, 
1S STILL 

IZA 


OF TANIMURA HAN 
AND ITS THIRTY-FIVE 
THOUSAND KOKU IN 

THIS MANYS HANDS! SUCH 

AN /AVINCIBLE NAME! 


































































































































































































THE MIDNIGKT KOKU. 
THE THIRD HOUR. 


YOU REFUSE 
TO CONSIDER 


OUR REQUEST 
UNLESS 1 
TELL YOU 

EVERYTHING 








"AS YOU MUST SURELY KNOW, OUR 
TANIMURA HAN IS DESPERATELY POOR. 
WE ARE A LAND OF MOUNTAINS AND. 


THE SHOGUNATE REQUIRES z S FORTUNATELY, WAKAI 

WE REPORT ALL GOLD GA HANBE, THE DA/KAW OF THE 
MINES TO EDO. OF COURSE, , - > 0 
FAILURE TO DO SO MEANS 
THE SEVEREST PUNISHMENT. 


/) 


NV) 


HE HAS GRACIOUSLY CHOSEN 
TO LOOK THE OTHER WAY. 























THE SHOGUNATE HAS MARKED 
WAKAI FOR INVESTIGATION. 
THEY INTEND TO STRIP HIM OF. 
HIS POST, DRAG HIM TO EDO, AND: 
INTERROGATE HIM WITHOUT MERCY. 
THEN THEY WILL USE HIS 
CONFESSION TO JUSTIFY THE 
DISSOLUTION OF TANIMURA 


AN Sctro 1E THEY CAN DELIVER 


WAKAI SAFELY TO EDO, 
HT WILL BE THE END FOR 
OUR HAN. THE CHOICE IS 

UNPALATABLE, BUT CLEAR. 
WE MUST SILENCE WAKA 

FOR THE SAFETY 
OF THE HAN. 








1 8€6 you. 
USE YOUR SKILLS 
TO SILENCE WAKA! 
FOREVER... 











mn 
DO YOU KNOW Y- va 
THE ROUTE? SHIMO-SUNA TO 
THE KOSHÚ BywAY 
1O.. TO EDO. 


STAY WITH 
US, MAN/ 


V- VEILED.. 
WEARING HATS, 

















Y SECRET METSULE 
ENCHARGED VTA 
MONITORINS THE. 

MOUNTAN REGIONS 





YOUR MAN SAID THERE WERE 
GUARDS, BUT THAT WOULD BE 


ENE 
THE ONES WITH THE PALANQUIN ITSELF. 
























































MOSS 

















KUCHIKI, SIR. WOULD ANYONE SIT 
BY AND WATCH THEIR 
HAN DESTROYED?. 
OF COURSE THEY 
WILL COME! 


DO YOU THINK 
THE TANIMURA 
HAN MEN 


WILL ATTACK? 





NE 


ETA" 
AN 


















































RN... AS BEST I CAN TELL, 


INTERROSATION, 1T:5 

LCR UK TO TRUST. TE, 
“ST WIND. TRAT [S, PROTECT 

TARIMURA HAN TO THE EMO, 


NE ALE PRES? 
HIS CHILD TO 



































OR HIRE. 


Fi 
SIWORD FOR HIRE 
SUIÓ SCHOOL. 
rrró 





rs gust 
LIKE YOU SAY. 
OUR OLD LADY HERE, 
SHE'S FULL UP WITH 
MILK, AND SHE'S 
HURTING. 


























YOU, KIND 
SIR. TM 
IN YOUR 

DEBT. 





THERE WASNYT TIME TO SPEAK BEFORE, BUT 1 AM 
0-KO OF THE HOUSE OF JIZÓ AT THE /WAKI-JUKU WAY 
STATION. YOUR ROAD LEADS YOU TO IWAKI, AND HONOR 
REQUIRES THAT WE ASK YOU TO PUT UP YOUR FEET 
AWHILE THERE AND LET US REPAY YOUR KINDNESS. BUT 
TODAY WE ARE ON AN URGENT JOURNEY, 





ACTUALLY, SIR, AT THE 
SIKTH HOUR TOMORROW 
MORNING, THERES GONNA LD ADVISE 
BE A REAL BLOODBATH YOU TO AVOID 
ALONG THE FUEFUKI RIVER IWAKI TOMORROW, 
IN IWAKL (TS A DE/R/ EVEN IF IT MEANS 
BETWEEN US AND OUR YOU HAVE TRAVEL 
RIVALS, AND IT WONT BE ALL NIGHT... 
SAFE FOR A GENTLEMAN 
LIKE YOU AND THE 
LITTLE MASTER. 
















US OUR 
FAILINGS. 


















































ARÓNIN KID 
HO CAN IMITATE 








AO 
10 M5" ¡a de pp : 


0 mí Ñ Y 


ll mA li 











































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Sur IN 
THAT CASE, 
FU HAVE TO WANT YOU TO. 
ASK YOU TO TAKE THE GOLD 
AND RUN. 








IT'S LIKE THIS, SEE, 

THE SHOGUNATE'S RESHUFFLING 

PestiL THE DAIKAN, AND A NEW MANS 

STRATEGIST. COMING OUT TO IWAKI-JUKU. 

KINSHMODA-DOWO AND MYSELF 
ARE SLATED TO RETURN TO EDO 
AND GET OUR NEW ASSIGAMENTS. 
BUT THE FACTS, SEE, A BIT OF 

THE LOCAL TAX REVENUE JUST 

HAPPENED TO FALL INTO 
OUR SLEBUES, IF YOU 







THERE'S A TURF WAR OUT HERE BETWEEN TWO YAKUZA 
GANGS, THE HOUSE OF JIZO AND THE SHIMO-NITTA FAMILY. 
THEY"VE BEEN EYEING EACH OTHER FOR YEARS. NOW 
SOMEONE'S GONE AND AMBUSHED THE BI6 BOSS OF THE 
HOUSE OF JIZÓ WHEN HE WAS PLAYING WITH HIS NEWBORN 
SON, AND KILLED THEM BOTH. NO ONE KNOWS WHO DID IT, 
BUT THE JIZÓ BOYS ARE CONVINCED IT WAS SHIMO-NITTA 
WORK. THEYVE SENT THEM A CHALLENGE TO A DB/R/, AND 

THEY'RE ROUNDING UP MEN FOR THE BIS SHOWDOUWN. 
SOUNDS NATURAL ENOUGH, NO? 




























JUST A STARVING RÓNIN. 
BECAUSE 1 DOWT WANT ANY 
PROBLEMS LATER. AND ONE MORE 
THING, IF YOLYRE GOING TO 4/6, 
T WANT YOU TO LIE LIKE YOUR 


NOW, IF. THE NEW DA/KAN 
STARTS NOSING AROUND. 
IN TRE BOOKS, IT COULD 
GET STICKY. WEVE SOT 

TO FILL IN THAT LITTLE 
HOLE BEFORE HE GETS 
HERE. AND NOW, BY 
CHANCE, THERE'S BEEN 
ALITILE IMEIDBNT. 
BETTER THAN WE 
COULD Have 








THE DEIRI STARTS AT 
THE SIXTH HOUR TOMORROW 
MORNING, THE NEW DAIKAN: 


15 STAYING AT THE NEXT 
WAY STATION UP THE HIGHWAY. 
WEE BEEN DELAYING 
THE FORMAL TRANSFER OF 
POWER AS LONG AS 
WE CAN, SEE? 




























































































































































































BOTH SIDES HAVE BEEN S EXCEPT, 
BRINGING IN REINFORCEMENTS, WERE JUSTA 
AND 1T'S GOING TO BE A MOB WEE BIT LATE 
SCENE. WE'LL TELL OUR NEW GETTING THERE, 
DAIKAN ABOUT IT, AND BES HIM ARENT WE? 
TO HELP US. THEN WE RUSH 
TO THE SCENE. 


AND ALL HIS MEN, OF COURSE. AND THEN 
WE SIMPLY EXPLAIN THAT THE NEW MAN YAKUZA SINE 60 AROUND. 
'60T TRAPPED IN THE MIDDLE OF A YAKUZA . KILLING DAIKAN, CAN WE? WE'LL 
TURF WAR, AND WAS KILLED. NORMALLY ARREST THEM ALL, MURDER OF A 
AFTER A BI6 RUMBLE LIKE THIS, WE HAVE 


IT WAS YOU 
AND YOUR MEN 
WHO KILLED THE 
805 OF THE HOUSE 
OF JIZÓ AND HIS 
BABY BOY. 


BRIDSE BY THE TIME THE NEXT 
DAIKAN COMES. THREE BIRDS 
WITH ONE 
STONE, SEE? 
HER HEN HEH. 


RIGHT WE DID/ 
NOW, IF YOU 
KNOW THIS MUCH, 














YOU KNEW THIS 


, THE SHOSUNA? 
AND YOU ST7LL UNLESS T COULD KEEP THE 
TOOK THE JOB?! TAIL. HOW BEST TO MURDER HIM? 7M47"5 
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Sehool 
Zanbat 

















MITO HAN, 1S BEYOND. 
PARDON! 


ale 


IT WAS MY OWN FAILING TO ALLOW MYSELF 
TO BE SHOWERED UPON WITH URINE, IF THE 
GENTLEMAN WILL APOLOGIZE ON BEHALF OF HIS 
CHILD, THAT WILL BE SUFFICIENT. T WILL SEEK 





SHALL 
AT THE 


END 
WILL THAT SATISPY 
vou! 
































suó-RY, 
ZANGATO 2! 








TRE TOKUGAWA ARE SURE TO 
SUPPRESS MITO HAN FOR. 
INSURRECTION IF SUCH TALK 


ANO THUS Y 
SUALLOWEO MY TEARS 
AND HIRED AN ASSASSIN, 
OLD FRIEND. 1 IS ALL. 


FOR THE FAMILY OUR. 
LORDSHPS CLAN. 














E HE HOSS 


ú> THATIS STILL A 

 SU10-RYU. Pe ca 
KNOW THAT WE MUST. 

AND THEN THIS. Á RESTRICT HIS FREEDOM 


IS 


TO FIGHT WITH SUCH 
A SHORT, HEAVY 
WEAPON. 





Ia * 
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CHARRRRGE// 





ANNE 
MAIS O ANSIA 





















































the sixth 














ved 








E CUCUMBER, SWEET CORN/, 





TM A 
THE NAKASENDO BYWAY THROUGH JAPAN 
TO THE KISO TRAIL. PAST THE TWELVE KISO 
WIAY STATIONS, AND ON TOWARD MAGOME. 
AN 





WAS T BRING HIM TO 
THE GATES OF AZAMI 
NUNNERY, AND THAT'S 








SILA 






























































WILL. UNTIL THEN, 
UNTIL THAT DAY, 
T MUST LIVE ON. 











FIVE HUNDRED. 
RYO. THATIS A POT 


T CAN'T FATHOM 
WHAT YOLYRE DOING 
IN THIS PLACE. DO YOU 


FROM THE INFORMATION WE. 
HAVE, HE'S LEFT THE 194-VASMIKI 
IN EDO, AND IS HEADED WEST 
TOWARD KYOTO ALONG THE TÓLAIDO 





THREE YEARS SINCE OUR LORD'S CLAN AND. 
OUR HAN WERE DISSOLVED BY THE SHOGUNATE, 
ALL BECAUSE OF THAT MAN. WE AAMWSH/ HAVE BEEN 
PURSUINS HIM EVER SINCE, WITH NOTHING TO LIVE 
ON BUT OUR MATREO. AT LAST WE FIND A CLUE TO 
HIS WHEREABOUTS AND HIRE VOL. AND MOW WHAT? 
YOU TAKE OUR MONEY, BUT YOU REFUSE TO BUDGE. 
WHAT 600D IS THAT/ WE LIVE FOR THE DAY THAT MAN IS 
KILLED, AND WE CAN PRESENT HIS HEAD BEFORE 
THE GRAVE OF OUR DEPARTED TONO. 


THEY GOT THIS FAR BEFORE 
SHINOBU FELL ILL. SO HE JUST 
DUMPS HER HERE, AND FLEES TO EDO! ..| 
IT WAS ALL PART OF HIS PLAN FROM . | 
THE BEGINNING! SEDUCING SH 
USINIG HER TO MAKE HIS ESCAPE. 


a Un 


IS | 








HE WAS JUST A LOW-RANKING MAWSA/. 
BUT HE MANAGED TO BED THE KAROS. 
DAUGHTER SMINOBU, AND GET HIMSELF 

PROMOTED TO HEAD OF HAN ACCOLNTING. 
HE USED HIS POSITION TO STEAL ALL 

OUR SECRETS. AND THEN HE USED 
SHINOBU-DONO TO MAKE HIS ESCAPE! 


UNTIL TOO LATE THAT 
HE WAS REALLY ONE OF. 
THE SHOGUN'S SATOIR/ 
MATA. HIS FIGHTING 
SKILLS ARE TOO MICH 
SS FOR US TO TAKE 
SS 
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the seventh 



































A, 
DRIVEN AND 
FATIGUED, 
) HE REACHES 
THIS EIGHTH 
GATE. 








THE ElGHT GATES 
OF DECEIT DEFENSE! 
HACHIMON TONKO 


WO TIN! FORGET IT 
NOT! 
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Sl 











WE MUST BE 
PREPARED TO 
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LAST NIGHT 


FORTUNATELY OUR HAN LIES IN THIS 
VALLEY, 


pr lero DEE. IMA 
LAST Mon E MLcED 100 2% 
MANY OF THOSE PEASANT WOMAN SERVICE OF OUR HAN. TAM 
DOGS. THE STENCH OF ECO 
AND DEATH MUST 
ELooD ano Dear mus lo 


YOU ARE A 
BETSUSAIAI 
































DAIGORO! 

HOLD TIGHT TO 
YOUR FATHER, 
UNDERSTAND?! 


ASSASSIN TO KEEP. 
OF A REVOLT FROM 
y? THA 
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HACKIMON TOWKÓ FROM TE 
TEACHINGS OF KONGMINGS 
BOOK OF TACTICS? 
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MIGHT NOT A TRAVELER 
60 OUT OF HIS WAY TO 
REACH A TOWN WITH 
LODGINGS, ESPECIALLY 
IF IT'S A HOT SPRINGS 
SPA? 





TAS HOT 


ARE YOU? 
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= OA 
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GRKGRKGRK. 
MO. 


MONSTERS. 
KK. 
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BUT NO MATTER 
zONG HE 


5, HE'S A PRISONER 
OF HIS OWN CHILD. — (f 





IF HES AS 


j 60D AS 
somosae NM lMo S Gónsa 
FORGET IIA! SAYS HE IS, 








ele a tU PROVE 

THEN THAT _ Y WHETHER THE 
MEANS HE WAS BASTARD'S ANY 
RIDICULING My E y 

THROWING 4 

KNIVES// 

















HEH HEM HEM... CANT 

GUARANTEE YOU'LL BE. YOU MUSTA 
ALIVE TOMORROW, BUT YOU FIGURED OUT BY 
SHOULD BEHAVE YOURSELF NOW THAT WERE 


AS LONG AS YOU'RE IN MN TOBBICHO. 
THE LAND OF THE Lal _ 
A $ 


KN 


AND WHATLL 
HAPPEN TO YOU 
1F YOU RESIST, 




















KUSHIMALI O-SEN, THE 
PROSTITUTE AND CASUAL THIE! 








<=, 


Aa 1 
Dc 


























y 


p 


> 
AN 


/) 


OR AFRAID TO FIGHT, OR BEG 
FOR HIS LIFE IN FRONT 
OF ALL OF US/ 
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DDESS 
IF WHOREDOM, MORE 
LIKES BlWA AH HAH 


HEH HEH HEM 
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JUST CAN IT, 
YOU DAMNED MONK! 





THAT ANT 
DECIDED YET, 
See?! 


YEAH, BUT... WERE 
DIFFERENT. WE'RE JUST 
TRAVELERS... IF WE WALK 
OUTTA HERE ALIVE, WE MIGHT 
SPILL THE BEANS ON WHERE 
THE TOBBICHO ARE HEADED. 


WE CAN KICK AND. 
FIGHT ALL WE WANT, 
BUT THEY'RE TOBBICHO. 


YEAH, THEY'RE ALL 
HIDING IN THEIR HOUSES, 
BUT THERE GOTTA BE TWENTY, 
THIRTY FOLK OR MORE LIVING 
IN THIS DAMN VILLAGE. EVEN, 
THESE BASTARDS WOLLONT 
KILL THAT MANY PEOPLE 
FOR NOTHING. 





THE GOVERNMENT INSPECTORS '  THATIS HOW THEY 
ARE TEARING THEIR HAIR OUT TRYING GET THEIR NAME, Y 
TO TRACK THEM DOWN, SKIPPING FROM PLACE 
TO PLACE. AND THEIR 
REPUTATION. 








BUT NOW 
THEY'RE JUST 


THIS PLACE'S 
GOT ALL THESE 
THERMAL VENTS. YOU 


SHUDDUP! 
YOU SAW WHAT THAT 
RÓNIN DID TO SAVE HIS 
SKIN. THEY DON'T GOT 
NO GUTS/ 





TOMORROW EVEN, 
THEYLL PULL 
UP STAKES, 








XD 
¿QU 


NNTTPAR- 


T WAS READY TO BITE OFF My 
TONGUE AND DIE BACK THEN. 
AND HE SAW 11. THAT'S WHY HE 
SWALLOWED HIS SHAME AND 
VOLUNTEERED TO SLEEP WITH ME. 


SS 


ES 


SLEPT WITH YOU 
CUZ YOU WANTED 
TO SAVE 45 HIDE, 

RIGHT?! 


YOU DONT 
UNDERSTAND 


ANYTHING. 

ASK YOUR DW. 

DICK, WHY DONT 
you? 


WHEN YOLRE 
SHAKING AND PEEING IN 
YOUR PANTS THAT YOLYRE 
GOING TO DIE, COULD YOU 
SATISFY A WOMAN, MM?! 











q le Y y 
DS da , 


THIS HOT Bars? 
KOMOR(? THEY'RE 


AND THAT'S 
THE STORY OF 


KOMORI-JUKU. ) 


YOU AREN'T 
AFRAID OF THE FANGS 
OF THESE BEASTS. 
NOT IN THE SLIGHTEST. 
WHICH MEANS YOU 
MUST HAVE WINGS 
TO FLY AWAY. 









































































































































KAISHALUNIN, 
OGAMI ITrO?/ 
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1 YOU HAVE A HARD SHIT 
ON A MOUNTAINTOP. 


DOWN IT ROLLS, 
COVERED WITH SAND 


FROM THE HIGH MOUNTAINTOP 








ROLLING DOWN, ROLLING DOWN 
THAT ONE GOES BOUNCE BOUNCE 
THIS ONE GOES BOUNCE BOUNCE 


THAT ONE BOUNCE BOUNCE 
THIS ONE BOUNCE BOUNCE 








>, SN TO AVENGE THE ÓGAMI CLAN 
Y SN 0 cuear rue name o THE YOUR FATHER 
Y DN 1A/SHALTNIN EXECUTIONER, Y 
ES ABANDON THE WAY OF THE 
= NN SAMURAL ANO TRAVEL THE 
A PATH TO HELL, A LIVING. 
DEMON OF MEIFUMADO! 


CHOOSE THE DÓTANÚRI, 
AND JOIN YOUR FATHER ON 


WILL SEND YOU TO JOIN 
YOUR MOTHER IN YOM/, 


THE LAND OF SPIRITS. 















































REMEMBER, 


DAIGORO! 
THIS 1S OUR 
DESTINY. 





























¡0 
OUR LORD AND RULER LEAVE US SPEECH 
A THAT YOU ARE HEREBY STR/PLED OF YOUR TITLE, 


YOUR FAMILY NAME STR/CKEW FROM TRE LISTS! 
YOUR SENTENCE IS DEA! 


' 





MAGNIFICENT 
DETERMINATION! 


THESE ARE THE. 
OF A NEW 


GARMEN' 
BEGINNING! FROM THIS 
VERY MOMENT, FATHER 


AND SON, WE JOURNEY 
TO MEIFUMADO! HER 
HER HEN HEH. 














ES 


A 
AY % 





































































































































































































AS 
1554 Pla 





Gi 
¡ 


| 











SHED YOUR EXECUTIONER'S ROBES! 
DO THAT, AND THE YAGYÚ CLAN SHALL 
CHALLENGE YOU AS KAISMALUAIN TO A 
FORMAL DUEL! IF VICTORY IS YOURS, T WILL. 
LET YOU 60 ANYWHERE, DO ANYTHING, SO “¿q 
LONG AS YOU NEVER SET FOOT IN 


U 


THE ASSASSINS 
OF THE YAGYÚ CLAN 
SHALL PURSUE YOU 
TO THE ENDS OF 
THE EARTH. 


Lo- LORD YAGYÚ, YOU MUSTWT. 
PERVERT THE SHOGUN'S WILL! 


Ñ ALL RESPONSIBILITY 
THIS PROMISE CAWWOT STAND! RESTS WITH ME/ 





























FOR CENTURIES, THE TOKUGAWA SHOGUNATE CONTROLLED 
THE DAIMYO LOROS OF JAPANYS UNRULY AAN WITH AN IRON 
FIST. THE SLIGHTEST SIGN OF DEFIANCE COULD COST A 
DAIMYO HIS TITLE AND HIS LANDS; HIS FAMILY NAME COULD BE 
ABOLISKED, AND THE LORD HIMSELF BROUGHT TO EDO CASTIE 
FOR DEATH 8Y SEPPUKU. IN TIME, THREE SPECIAL AGENCIES 
AROSE TO ENFORCE THIS REIGN OF TERROR. FIRST, TRE NINJA 
SPY NETWORK KNOWN AS THE O-N/WABAN, OR GARDEN 
WARDENS, DEDICATED TO UNCOVERING EVIDENCE FOR 
BLACKMAILING AND DESTROYING TROUBLESOME MW”. SECOND, 
THE SHOSUN'S SECRET ASSASSINS, CHARGED WITH KILLING 
ANY HAN OFFICIAL WHO OBSTRUCTED THE SHOGUNATE'S WILL. 
AND LAST, THE RA/SWARUNIN, THE DESISNATED SECOND AND 
FINAL EXECUTIONER AT A DAIMYO'S SEPPUKU DEATH. 


ASSASSIN 
AND EXECUTIONER! 
THIS STORY, 
"LONE WOLF AND CUB," 
16 ONE ANSWER TO 
THIS MYSTERY. 


HEH HEH MEA... 
KURATO HAS THE 
SETTING SUN AT HIS 


BACK.. AND ÓGAMI 
ITTÓ HIS SON 
AT HIS. 


UNDER THE UNCOMPROMISING CODE OF BUSMIDÓ, THE WAY 

OF THE WARRIOR, IT WAS UNTHINKABLE FOR A DA/MYÓS 
RETAINER TO TURN MIS SWORD UPON HIS MASTER, EVEN TO END 
THE AGONY OF SEPCUKU. AND THUS THE SHOGUN APPOINTED 
HIS OWN CHOSEN AA/SHALUAA TO PERFORM THE FINAL CUT 
FOR A DISHONORED LORD. THIS EXECUTIONER WAS ALLOWED. 
TO BEAR THE HOLLYHOCK CREST OF THE TOKUGAWA CLAN 
ITSELF ON HIS ROBES OF OFFICE, SYMBOLIZING THAT IT WAS THE 
SHOGUN ALONE WHO HAD THE POWER TO BEHEAD THE DAIMYÓ 
OF JAPAN. FOR THE SHOGUN'S SP/ES, THE KUROKAWA CLAN. 
FOR HIS ASSASSIWS, THE VAGYU CLAN. AND FOR HIS 
KAISHAKUNIN EXECUTIONER, THE OGAM/ CLAN. TOGETHER, 
THESE THREE SHADOW ENFORCERS OF THE SHOSUN'S WILL 
STRUCK TERROR INTO THE HEARTS OF JAPAN'S DA/MYO. YET 
HISTORY TELLS US THAT IN 1655, THE YEAR OF ME/REX/, THE 
OSGAMI CLAN NANISHED COMPLETELY, AND THE VAGYU CLAN 
ALSO ASSUMED THE POST OF KA/SMAKUMW/A. AND THEN, IN 1681, 
IN THE FIRST YEAR OF TENA, AT THE CHANGING OF 115 
LEADERSHIP, THE YAGYU CLAN, TOO, COMES TO AN END... 





HEH HEH HE. 
NEITHER FIGHTS 
ALONE, YET 
THE OUTCOME 
1S CLEAR! 






































































































































GLOSSARY 


ashigaru 
A foot soldier in the employ of a 
daimy0. lowest of the warrior ranks 


bangashira 

Commander of the guard. Each han 
had a standing guard — the han 

of samurai to protect the lord and 
castle. The J-bangashira was the 
supreme commander of the guard, 
the general of the han army. 


bushi 


A samurai. A member of the 





warrior class. 


dai-metsuke 
Chief inspector. The supreme 
inspector of the shogunate, the 
Herbert Hoover of the Tokugawa 
power structure. 


daikan 

The primary local representative 
of the shogunate in territories 
outside of the capital of Edo. The 
daikan and his staff collected taxes 
owed to Edo and oversaw public 
works, agriculture, and other 
projects administered by the 
central government 


daikansho 
The office of the daikan. 


daimyo 
A feudal lord. 


danzai 
The samurai's right to put to death 


anyone who insulted their honor. 


dei 


A fight between rival yakuza gangs. 





From their clothes, speech, and 
greetings, it is clear that the house 
OL Jizó are yakuza, Japan's criminal 
syndicates. In the Edo period, vakuza 
were a common part of the 
landscape, running houses of 
gambling and prostitution, As long 
as they did not overstep their bounds, 
they were tolerated by the authorities, 
a tradition little changed in 
modern Japan 


dono 

A term of respect for a higher-ranking 
official or aristocrat. A more common 
term of respect among civilians is 
sama, indicating more respect than 
the most common san 


dotanúki 
A battle sword, literally, “sword that 
cuts through torsos.” 


Edo 


The capital of medieval Japan 


fudasashi 

Merchant houses specializing in rice. 
They loaned gold to han governments, 
loans secured by the han's projected 


rice revenues. 


